Hepatitis A vaccine in healthy adults: a comparison of immunogenicity and reactogenicity between two- and three-dose regimens.
Inactivated hepatitis A virus (HAV) vaccine was administered to 55 healthy seronegative adult volunteers to evaluate the immunogenicity and adverse reactions of two doses of HAV vaccination (25 units) in comparison with a three-dose regimen. The volunteers were randomly assigned to receive one of the two regimens: 26 were vaccinated with two doses at 0 and 24 weeks (Group 1), and 29 were vaccinated with three doses at 0, 2, and 24 weeks (Group 2). The vaccine was well tolerated and there was no serious adverse reaction. In both groups, the seroconversion rate was 100% at week 28. At week 52, all remained positive for anti-HAV regardless of a two- or three-dose regimen. No statistically significant difference in seroconversion rates and geometric mean titers could be demonstrated between the two groups. Thus, the two-dose regimen may be favorable to save cost and time for active immunization against hepatitis A.